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General Overview 
 
         Class meets for lecture and discussion on Wednesdays, 5:30 to 8:20 
p.m., Oct. 20 – Dec. 1, probably skipping Nov. 24.  The purpose of this 
course is to introduce students to the making and carrying out of current U.S. 
foreign policy across the globe.  It will also encompass the formulation and 
execution of countries’ foreign policies in general. 
         I will draw on my experience as a professional American diplomat for 
35 years, in Africa, Europe and the Middle East, including as U.S. 
Ambassador to the Central African Republic, Somalia, and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, and assignments in the United States at the 
Department of State, U.S. Army War College and National Defense 
University.  
          Given the organization of the U.S. State Department, Defense 
Department, military commands and intelligence agencies into regional 
areas of concern, each class will focus on a different, particular region – 
namely, the Middle East, South Asia, Europe including the Caucasus, East 
Asia, Latin America and Africa. 



          Reading will be recommended in advance for each session.  No 
quizzes will be given, but having prepared will aid greatly participation in 
class discussion.  Each class will begin with a quick, 15-minute interactive 
review of the previous week’s most important foreign policy developments.  
Each student will be required to present one different new item, encouraging 
close attention to international developments for the period of the course. 
 
       My office and home phone numbers are listed above.  I don’t mind 
being called at either number.  You can contact me also by mail or  
Email.  I write a signed column, which appears Wednesdays on the op-ed 
page of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and daily unsigned editorials on 
international affairs, national politics and economic affairs for the most part. 
 
Grading 
 
       Grades will be based on attendance (20 percent), quality of participation 
in class discussion (40 percent), and a researched paper (40 percent).  If a 
student cuts or misses a class, it will be necessary that he read a book on the 
region studied in that class and provide me a short, written analytical report. 
 
       The researched paper will be a course requirement.  It should be of 15-
20 pages on U.S. policy toward a particular country or region, or on another 
country’s policy toward the United States, present and future.  The paper is 
due without fail at the last class, Dec. 1. 
 
Tentative Course Outline and Schedule 
 
Oct. 20 – Introduction, class logistics. 
     What students want from course.  General making and execution of U.S. 
foreign policy, the cast of characters, elements, basic principles and 
influences.  What causes shifts in a country’s foreign policy?  Quick start on 
the Middle East, the current primary focus of U.S. foreign policy.  Why is 
the Middle East America’s top priority now?  Israel-Palestine question. Iraq 
war.  U.S. Iran policy, risk of war. 
 
Oct. 27 – Complete Middle East.  Then, South Asia. 
     Domestic political and economic elements determining foreign policy.  
The role of global concerns such as nuclear non-proliferation, the state of the 
world economy, and climate change in determining policies.  India.  India v. 



Pakistan.  The Afghanistan war.  Is Pakistan the indispensable ally, the most 
dangerous country on earth, or both? 
 
Nov. 3 – East Asia. 
     China – a threat, an opportunity, a mammoth, the other superpower 
already?  If not, why not?  Chinese internal issues.  Japan – why is it not 
content?  What are its aspirations now?  Korean tensions as a trigger, 
eventual reunification and dealing with Pyongyang. 
 
Nov. 10 – Europe, including the Caucasus. 
     The European Union uber alles?  Or U.S. bilateral relations with the 
United Kingdom, Germany, France and the others?  Where is Turkey, 
physically and spiritually, now and in the future?  Whither NATO?  Whither 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo?  Is the Caucasus the 21st century’s 
Balkans? 
 
Nov. 17 – The Americas.  Africa. 
     Latin America as the United States’ closest partner, or the jilted lover?  
Why does Hugo Chavez get under America’s skin?  Is Haiti hopeless?   
Whither Mexico – drugs, guns, NAFTA, immigration, and its internal 
problems.  Will Canada annex the Arctic?  Africa – Why is it always last in 
U.S. foreign policy priorities, in spite of its ethnic links, trade and 
investment opportunities, a half-African American president, and repeated 
pledges?  Is there anything that can be done about its general lagging 
political and economic development? 
 
Nov. 24 – Night before Thanksgiving. 
 
Dec. 1 -- 
      Students make short, oral presentations of papers to the class.  Questions 
from other students and Savonarola.  Papers handed in. 
 
Final Comment – I expect the class to be interactive, and participatory.  We 
will try to tie together U.S. policy elements across the globe and also try to 
see if they are consistent with or different from other countries’ 
determinations of their external interests and policies. 
 
  


