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Course Overview 

 

This is a course on the practice of diplomacy.  As such, it seeks to provide an 

understanding of the context and real-world decision-making process faced by diplomats.  

It will present historical background on diplomacy; the American and international 

institutions of diplomacy; and then address specific instances in which diplomatic actors 

managed diplomatic crisis. 

 

By its nature, then, this course will outline how traditional diplomacy works, and, when it 

doesn’t work, how diplomats respond – itself part of the practice of diplomacy.  The 

background will range from the system established from the Peace of Westphalia in 1648 

to the emergence of issues and actors challenging the state-based system of diplomatic 

work.  The institutions will focus primarily on American foreign policy and national 

security structures such as the White House, the State Department, and the Pentagon, but 

also NGOs and multilateral organizations.   

 

It will draw on the personal experience of the instructor (for example, in the Balkans and 

in South Asia) as well as texts describing specific crises (for example, Suez and the 

collapse of Soviet dominance in Europe).  These examples are intended to illustrate the 

specificity and uniqueness of how diplomatic crises unfold, informed as they are by 

general rules, analogies, and traditions, but ultimately defined by cultural factors, 

psychological differences, and timing sequences that defy quantification.    

 

Textbooks and other Readings 

 

Required: 

 

Henry Kissinger.  Diplomacy.   

David Rothkopf.  Running the World. 

George Orwell. Why I Write. 

 

Recommended: 

 

Harold Nicolson.  Diplomacy 

James Mann.  The Obamians. 
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Tim Wiener.  Legacy of Ashes. 

Nicholas Kralev.  America’s Other Army. 

David Nichols.  Eisenhower 1956. 

Timothy Garton Ash.  The Magic Lantern. 

Tim Judah.  The Serbs. 

Richard Holbrooke.  To End A War. 

Anatol Lieven.  Pakistan: A Hard Country. 

 

 

Grade Requirements 

 

Attendance ………………………………………………………….10 % 

Participation  ………………………………………………………. 20 % 

Two five-page papers (15% each) ………………………………….30 %. 

Term paper, ten pages. . …………………………………………….40 % 

 

Attendance:  We meet only once each week, so your attendance is very important.  If you 

must be absent, please contact me in advance so we can agree how you learn material 

covered during class. 

 

Participation:  The course will be a combination of lectures and seminar discussion.  In 

seminar discussions, I will ask each student to make a presentation during the course of 

the semester.  Participation will be graded by meaningful and substantial contributions to 

class discussion in addition to individual presentations. 

 

Five page papers:  Twice during the semester you will write five-page papers.  They will 

be due at the beginning of class on February 22 and the second on March 15.   I will 

provide you with a list of topics for these papers on February 8 and March 1. 

 

Term paper:  Your ten-page term paper will be a study of a diplomatic crisis, chosen in 

cooperation with the instructor.  We must agree on your topic by March 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Schedule 

 

January 25:  Course introduction.  Lecture on diplomacy and crisis. 

 

 

February 1:  Historical background I. 

 

 

February 8:  Historical background II. 

 

 

February 15 – no class 

 

 

February 22:  Institutions I.  First five-page paper due. 

    

 

March 1:  Institutions II. 

    

 

March 8:  Institutions III. 

 

 

March 15:  Crisis I.   Suez.  Second five-page paper due. 

  

 

April 5:  Crisis II.  1989   

 

April 12:  Crisis III.  Serbia 

 

April 19:  Crisis IV.  Pakistan 

 

 

April 26:  Crisis V.  Guest speaker.  Term papers due. 

 

May 3:  Course Summary. 


