Chairman

THOMAS A. SHANNON, JR.

Vice Chairman

ALONZO FULGHAM
President

RONALD E. NEUMANN
Treasurer

GREGORY STARR
Deputy Treasurer

JENONNE WALKER
Secretary

MoLLY WILLIAMSON
Program Director

MARIA REISSAUS

Board of Directors
FRANK ALMAGUER
LILIANA AYALDE
JOYCE BARR
ROBERT M. BEECROFT
MICHELE BOND
THOMAS BOYATT
ROBERT CEKUTA
CHARLES COBB
GLYN DAVIES
KATHLEEN DOHERTY
JEFFREY FELTMAN
JAMES FOGGO
HAROLD GEISEL
STUART HOLLIDAY
ROBERT HUNTER
JANICE JACOBS
LAURA KENNEDY
PATRICK KENNEDY
DEBORAH MCCARTHY
GEORGE MOOSE
TIBOR NAGY
ANDREW NATSIOS
‘WANDA NESBITT
ANNE PATTERSON
CHARLES RIVKIN
MATTIE R. SHARPLESS
PAMELA SPRATLEN
GREGORY STARR
FRrRANCIS TAYLOR
HARRY THOMAS
MICHAEL VAN DUSEN
ALEXANDER WATSON

Former Chairmen
THOMAS R. PICKERING
JOSEPH J. SISCO
Max M. KAMPELMAN

LAWRENCE S. EAGLEBURGER

FrRANK C. CARLUCCI
SoL M. LINOWITZ

THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DIPLOMACY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 9, 2024

Contact: Maria Reissaus
Tel: (202) 331-3721
E-mail: mreissaus@academyofdiplomacy.org

Stop Pay Cut for Our Diplomats! They Protect Our National Security.

Washington, D.C. - The American Academy of Diplomacy urges Congress
and the Administration to support the extension of the Overseas
Comparability Pay (OCP) for the front-line defenders of our national
security: our diplomats. We urge Congress to extend the authority for pay,
which expires on September 30, 2024. It has been in place for ten years
without a problem. Without this extension, approximately 11,000 employees
currently serving overseas will take a pay cut of an estimated 22 percent as
of October 1, 2024.

The Overseas Comparability Pay gives eligible federal employees overseas a
portion of the Washington, D.C. locality-based comparability payment. It
helps eliminate a basic pay disparity between employees servingin
Washington, D.C. and those assigned abroad. Itis, thus, key to transferring
diplomatic personnel between the U.S. and overseas. It covers employees in
the Department of State, the U.S. Foreign Service, the Department of
Agriculture's Foreign Agricultural Service and the Animal Plant Health and
Inspection Service, the Department of Commerce's U.S. and Foreign
Commercial Service, U.S. Agency for International Development, the Peace
Corps, and all other federal agencies with employees working abroad.

Our diplomats from many federal agencies spend substantial time overseas,
often in very difficult posts, protecting the national security of the United
States. Given the global challenges, this is no time to undermine our
front lines of defense. Congress must act immediately to prevent the
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