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This course will examine the practice and profession of diplomacy and its relationship to the 
policy process. The focus will be on bilateral and multilateral diplomacy; while the practice will 
focus on a U.S. context, the lessons learned apply to other nation states. We will briefly review 
the history of inter-state relations, including the international legal basis for diplomatic 
relations. The practice has evolved over the years and has been greatly influenced by modern 
technology; however, it continues to incorporate such common functions as policy formulation, 
representation, reporting, negotiation, intercultural contacts and interaction with the media, 
parliamentary bodies and other external actors. 


