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Future diplomats, whether they work for governments, corporations or nonprofit 

entities, will find new opportunities and face new challenges in promoting their international 

goals.  They will work in a world where power is more dispersed, where players other than 

governments have a major role, where issues and organizations are social, cultural, 

regional and global rather than the sole responsibility of nation states, and where scientific 

and technological innovations are constantly changing the agenda and paths to influence.  

 

To prepare students to advocate in this world, we have designed a course with 

thirteen exercises, each involving an issue, a new challenge and an activity to hone their 

skills.  In each session, the exercise will require practical skills (like speaking, concise 

writing and information gathering) and outreach efforts to negotiate and advocate. 

Students will carry out these exercises individually and in small groups. 

 

The goal of the course is to introduce students to some of the issues and practices 

that will prevail as they seek to influence governments and societies for whatever cause or 

entity they represent.  By looking at how to shape and influence the new economy, global 

problems, new finance, new dangers and new issues students will gain an understanding 

for engagement in future world affairs. 

 

The class will be highly participatory.  There will be a role playing exercise or 

negotiation game in every session.  In addition, several students will give 3 to 5 minute 

presentations on aspects of the topic, accompanied by a 500-word paper.  Each student will 

give two or three of these presentations over the course of the semester.  Each student will 

provide one page per week on the class exercise, 24 hours in advance of class.  After the 

presentations and exercise, we will all raise questions and discuss the issues, finally 

drawing specific and then more general conclusions.   Each class will focus on a major 

dynamic issue of world affairs.  So keeping up with current foreign affairs is important.  

 

Participation is a key component (20%) of the grade, along with presentations 

(20%), the weekly memos (30%) and the final policy memo, which will make up 30% of 

the grade.  

 

Writing: Students will write 10,000 words for this course, focusing on straight, 

to-the-point, policy papers.  

 

Each student will submit a page (500 words) per week to the class on their part in 

the week’s assignment, plus two or three presentation briefing memos over the course of 

the semester.  A final analytical and research based policy memo of 3,000 words will be 

required.  The paper will address a future situation involving emerging players and 

problems in the form of a policy “Memo to My Leader” – together we will choose the 

situation and the leader.  I will provide feedback on an initial outline of the paper, if you 

desire. 

 

Readings: Students will be expected to read about 100 pages of material per week 

(supplemented by video material). Readings will cover the background for the class and 

provide views and commentary which students should be prepared to discuss.   You should 
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also spend several hours per week preparing your role in the in-class exercise.  

 

Learning Goals: Upon completion of this course, students will be equipped to analyze 

future diplomatic situations, identify interests and capabilities of the players, deploy 

diplomatic tools and incentives, and write diplomatic strategies and policy memos. 

 

Disability Support Information:  If you are a student with a disability or you need 

academic accommodations:  welcome.  Please see me so that we can make appropriate 

arrangements.  You can also contact Brown’s Student and Employee Accessibility Services 

(SEAS) Office (formerly the Disability Support Services Office) at (401) 863-9588 or 

DSS@brown.edu. Either way, I will do my best to accommodate you. 

 

Academic Honesty: You are expected to follow Brown’s academic code.   According to 

the code, “Students who submit academic work that uses others’ ideas, words, research, or 

images without proper attribution and documentation are in violation of the academic code. 

Infringement of the academic code entails penalties ranging from reprimand to suspension, 

dismissal, or expulsion from the University.” 

 

Time Requirements:  You should expect to spend three hours per week on the 

readings, three per week preparing your role-play, and two to three per week writing 

preparatory positions and briefing memos.  In addition, the final research, policy paper will 

require about 30 hours of work.   Including class time of 2.5 hours per week, you should 

spend a total of 185 hours on this course over the semester. 

 

Contact information:    richard_boucher@brown.edu  

Phone:  240-242-9563 

Office Hours:  Generally Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday in Watson. Contact me to set 

a time. 

 

All Readings and materials will be posted on Canvas, but are subject to change until the 

weekend before class.  Check Canvas to make sure you find the latest. 
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One - Introduction 

 

After going through the basic ideas and requirements for the class, we will begin our 

discussions on the collaboration, competition and groups of groups that will increasingly 

dominate our world, informing and expanding on traditional rivalries.  

 

Reading in class:  

● Moises Naim,  January 23, 2014, Power Has Become Easier to Get, Harder to Use 

and Easier to Lose, 

http://moisesnaim.com/columns/power-has-become-easier-to-get-harder-to-use-an

d-easier-to-lose/   

● Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends and Influence People, Chapters 1,2, 9.  

 

 

Two - New World Order or Old Spheres of Influence 

 

President George H.W. Bush proclaimed a “new world order” after the end of the 

cold war in which nations and peoples would be free to chose their allegiances.  These ideas 

harken back to Woodrow Wilson, the U.N. Charter and the Conference on Security and 

Cooperation in Europe.  Yet, they frequently collide with assertions of power, for example in 

Ukraine or the South China sea. We’ll discuss the implications of two ways of looking at the 

world.   We’ll examine Spheres of Influence and take up the issue of sanctions as a means 

to enforce a certain version of world order:  what’s the point and when do they work?  

 

Student Presentation Topics: 

● The Monroe Doctrine Today 

● “China is a big country and other countries are small.  That’s just a fact.” 

 

Readings: 

● Woodrow Wilson, 14 points, 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=62&page=transcript 

● Mearsheimer, John J.  “Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West's Fault: The Liberal 

Delusions That Provoked Putin” Foreign Affairs.  August 2014. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2014-08-18/why-ukraine-crisis-w

est-s-fault 

● Fu Ying.  “The US world order is a suit that no longer fits.”  The Financial Times.  6 

January 2016. 

http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/c09cbcb6-b3cb-11e5-b147-e5e5bba42e51.html#axz

z49rpGVjAR 

● Hufbauer, Gary Clyde.  “The Snake Oil of Diplomacy: When Tensions Rise, the US 

Peddles Sanctions”  Peterson Institute for International Economics. 

https://piie.com/commentary/op-eds/snake-oil-diplomacy-when-tensions-rise-us-pe

ddles-sanctions 
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● Stoner-Weiss, Kathryn.  “Sanctions Against Russia Are Working, Don’t Give Them 

Up”  The New York Times.  10 December 2015. 

http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/12/10/trade-an-end-to-sanctions-for-

putins-help-against-isis/sanctions-against-russia-are-working-dont-give-them-up 

● Ashford, Emma.   “Not-So-Smart Sanctions, The Failure of Western Restrictions 

Against Russia”  Foreign Affairs.  December 2015. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russian-federation/2015-12-14/not-so-smart

-sanctions 

● Kagan, Robert.  “The United States Must Resist a Return to Sphere’s of Interest in 

the International System.”  Brookings.  February 19, 2015. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2015/02/19/the-united-states-m

ust-resist-a-return-to-spheres-of-interest-in-the-international-system/ 

● Shapiro, Jeremy. “Defending the Defensible - the Value of Spheres of Influence in 

U.S.” Brookings.   March 11, 2015. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2015/03/11/defending-the-defen

sible-the-value-of-spheres-of-influence-in-u-s-foreign-policy/ 

● Eckert, Sue.  “The Role of Sanctions” in The Security Council in the 21st Century. 

PDF. 

● Carlson, Benjamin, The Atlantic. The World According to Xi Jinping.  Sept 21, 2015. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/xi-jinping-china-book-chi

nese-dream/406387/ 

● Spence, Michael.   The Global Economy’s New Rule-Maker by Michael Spence. 

Project Syndicate.   August 29, 2017. 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-in-the-global-economy-by-mic

hael-spence-2017-08?barrier=accessreg 

● Colgan and Keohane.  The Liberal Order is Rigged.   Foreign Affairs. May/June 2017. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2017-04-17/liberal-order-rigged 

 

Video 

● Video:   George H.W. Bush, New World Order Quotes, 1991, Youtube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MADYzQstpsU 

 

Activity:  Write two pages of double spaced testimony for your country’s parliament 

explaining your goals, your allies, your obstacles, and five steps to implement policy. 

Present a one-minute oral testimony. 

 

 

Three - Global Problems - Green climate Fun 

 

Global climate negotiations now take place on an annual basis.  As part of the global 

deal between developed and developing countries --global emissions curbs in exchange for 

funding-- the Green Climate Fund finances projects to mitigate and adapt to climate 

change.  The new US Administration is cancelling future funding.   As the Board meets and 
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looks for effective projects, members try to influence each other and adjust.  The outcome 

is a complex combination of direct negotiation, coalitions and social pressure.  The next 

meeting fo the board is about to take place in Cairo.  We’ll play it out before they get to 

town.  

 

Student Presentation Topics: 

● Most cost-effective interventions to reduce carbon emissions 

● Small Island Developing States:  save them or relocate? 

 

Readings: 

● Green Climate Fund Web Site, http://greenclimate.fund/home 

● Agenda item B.18-04 - Consideration of funding proposals. 

https://www.greenclimate.fund/documents/20182/820027/GCF_B.18_04_Rev.01_-_

Consideration_of_funding_proposals.pdf/2fa4e277-5880-4702-b377-5ce6da5c5ac7 

● Report on Post-approval status of approved funding proposals.  GCF_B.18_08_- 

Report on post approval status of approved funding proposals. 

https://www.greenclimate.fund/documents/20182/820027/GCF_B.18_08_-_Report_

on_post-approval_status_of_approved_funding_proposals.pdf/100b60e4-b5ce-42a5-

ba48-063464aceb2b 

● Joe Thwaites and Niranjali Manel Amerasinghe.  Fact-Checking Trump on Climate 

Finance.   June 05, 2017. 

http://www.wri.org/blog/2017/06/fact-checking-trump-climate-finance 

●  Jean Chemnick, “U.S. Could Stay on Green Climate Fund Board After All,” E&E News, 

June 14, 2017, 

https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2017/06/14/stories/1060055986. 
● Light, John.   This hurricane season shows why small islands pushed so hard for 

climate action.  UN Dispatch. September 07, 2017. 

https://www.undispatch.com/hurricane-season-shows-small-islands-pushed-hard-cli

mate-action/ 

● Wright, Chris.  Can finance save the world’s vulnerable nations.  Euromoney. 

September 15, 2017. 

https://www.euromoney.com/article/b14qshm5kkr6d1/can-finance-save-the-worlds-

vulnerable-nations 

● Wright, Chris.   Climate change finance: Funds, funds everywhere, but where is all 

the money?  Euromoney.  September 15, 2017. 

https://www.euromoney.com/article/b14pw5tj09gxb0/climate-change-finance-funds-

funds-everywhere-but-where-is-all-the-money?copyrightInfo=true 

● King, Ed.  “Green Climate Fund - 8 questions for the Board” Climate Change News. 

15 June 2016. 

http://www.climatechangenews.com/2016/06/15/green-climate-fund-8-questions-fo

r-the-board/ 

 

Video 
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● TEDTalk by David Keith, A Critical Look at Geoengineering against Climate Change, 

https://www.ted.com/talks/david_keith_s_surprising_ideas_on_climate_change 

 

Activity:    We will play out the eighteenth meeting of the board of the Green Climate Fund 

which will take place in Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt from Saturday, 30 September to 

Monday, 2 October 2017.   Spend money!  Make deals!  Find your partners!  Identify 

channels to lobby!  Save the planet! 

 

 

Four - Pandemic - Walk Like an Octopus 

 

“Whole of government” and collaborative efforts are much more easily said than 

done.  Whether it’s coordinating government ministries, getting national offices of an NGO 

to collaborate to respond to a crisis or getting divisions of a corporation to cooperate on a 

marketing plan, elements of personality, pride and politics always distort the cooperation. 

Even when entities are aligned on an objective --saving desperate people from a pandemic, 

for example-- competition can be either productive or deadly.  Can we learn to channel 

energies by dividing authority, by licensing initiative or by forcing cooperation?  Let’s see 

how you play out a public health crisis. 

 

Guest by Skype:  Ambassador Nancy Powell, Career Ambassador, former State Department 

Ebola Coordinator and previously Senior Coordinator for Avian Influenza and Infectious 

Diseases. 

 

Student presentation topics: 

● What’s the next disease pandemic? 

● When do you impose travel restrictions due to disease? 

 

Readings: 

● Coordinating the response to Typhoon Haiyan, by David Carden and Ashley Jonathan 

Clements,  January 2015, 

http://odihpn.org/magazine/coordinating-the-response-to-typhoon-haiyan/ 

● The importance of local-led responses to humanitarian crises, Jemilah Mahmood, 

http://www.developmentprogress.org/blog/2014/12/17/importance-local-led-respon

ses-humanitarian-crises 

● System failure? Revisiting the problems of timely response to crises in the Horn of 

Africa, by Simon Levine, with Alexandra Crosskey and Mohammed Abdinoor, 

December 2011, 

http://odihpn.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/networkpaper071.pdf 

● Powell and Tobert, Fighting Pandemics: Lessons Learned, Foreign Service Journal, 

May 2017.  http://www.afsa.org/fighting-pandemics-lessons-learned 

● BCG Perspectives - Baker, Chirumberro, and Green, Managing Change at Save the 

Children.   October 2014. 
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https://www.bcgperspectives.com/content/articles/change_management_organizatio

n_design_managing_change_at_save_the_children/ 

● OECD - The Paris Declaration explained. 

https://www.oecd.org/dac/effectiveness/45827300.pdf  

● Lindborg, Nancy.  Lessons learned a decade after the Indian Ocean Tsunami.   USAid 

blog.  December 26, 2014. 

https://blog.usaid.gov/2014/12/lessons-learned-a-decade-after-the-indian-ocean-tsu

nami/ 

● WHO - Key events in the WHO response to the Ebola outbreak.   January 2015. 

http://www.who.int/csr/disease/ebola/one-year-report/who-response/en/ 

● Dubois and Wake.   Overseas Development Institute, Humanitarian Policy Group. 

The Ebola Response.  October 2015. 

https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/9903.

pdf 

● McNeil, Donald.   How the Response to Zika Failed Millions.  The New York Times. 

January 1, 2016. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/health/zika-virus-response.html?_r=0 

 

Activity:   You will try to cooperate to fight a global pandemic.  Play the Board game 

Pandemic.  Try to keep everyone in the world from dying and identify the factors that help 

or interfere with cooperation, even among those with common goals.  

 

 

Five:  New World Order - International Control Regimes - Can we control North Korea? 

 

During the Cold War, international regimes were established to control the flow of 

technology to the Soviet Union.  In modern days, similar regimes control the spread of 

nuclear weapons, of financing for terrorists, or of missile technology.   Is this the ‘haves’ 

lording it over the ‘have-nots?’   Are these regimes effective?    Do they choose the future 

winners and losers for power in the world?  We’ll explore the regimes and their 

implications, and how they work in practice. 

 

Student Presentation Topics 

● The Agreed Framework 

● The Nuclear Suppliers Group 

 

Readings: 

● Web Site:  Financial Action Task Force, http://www.fatf-gafi.org/home/ 

● Web site:  Nuclear Suppliers Group, http://www.nuclearsuppliersgroup.org/en/ 

● The Nuclear Suppliers Group:  Its origins, Role and Activities, Revised 2012, 

https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/infcirc539r6.pdf 
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● Goshroy, Subrata.   “Taking Stock:  The US-India nuclear Deal 10 years later” 

Bulletin of Atomic Scientists. 16 February 2016. 

http://thebulletin.org/taking-stock-us-india-nuclear-deal-10-years-later9165 

● Beck, Michael.   “Reforming the Multilateral Export Control Regimes.” 

Nonproliferation Review, Summer 2000. 

https://www.nonproliferation.org/wp-content/uploads/npr/72beck.pdf 

● International Relations Insight and Analysis - Analyzing the Effectiveness of the 

Missile Technology Control Regime. 

http://ir-ia.com/IRIA_Analyzing-the-Effectiveness-of-MTCR.html 

● Litwak, Robert.  Preventing North Korea’s Nuclear Breakout.   Wilson Center.  7 

March 2017. 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/book/preventing-north-koreas-nuclear-breakout 

● Fu Ying.  America is making life difficult for China over North Korea.  Financial Times. 

September 28, 2017. 

https://www.ft.com/content/f8e474aa-a2a9-11e7-8d56-98a09be71849 

 

Video 

● Osnos, Evan.  The Risk of Nuclear War with North Korea.  September 28, 2017. 

http://video.newyorker.com/watch/the-risk-of-nuclear-war-with-north-korea 

 

Recommended 

● Osnos, Evan.  The Risk of Nuclear War with North Korea.   The New Yorker. 

September 18, 2017. 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/09/18/the-risk-of-nuclear-war-with-nor

th-korea 

● Video:  Robert Litwak at Lawrence Livermore Labs - Preventing Nuclear Breakout - 

70 mins 

 

Activity:   The Six Party Talks will reconvene to discuss controls North Korea’s nuclear 

program.  Provide a half page going-in position. 

 

 

Six - New Finance - New Banks, New Lending, Mixed Goals 

 

While the creation of the BRIC’s New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank have attracted attention, numerous other vehicles are increasingly 

involved in global finance.  Brazil’s BNDES lends more money than the World Bank. 

Investment bankers finance governments and cities as well as countries (sometimes to the 

peril of all).    Do the new banks reduce the accountability of finance?  Do they provide 

opportunity for new development strategies that don’t depend on Bretton Woods 

Institutions with their orthodox conditions?    Can we see how the new lenders --like 

China-- will manage their lending? 
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Student Presentation Topics: 

● 1902 Venezuelan Crisis 

● World Bank Anti-corruption Standards 

 

Readings:  

● Yglesias, Matthew.  How a Chinese infrastructure bank turned into a diplomatic fiasco 

for America.  Vox.   April 1, 2015. 

https://www.vox.com/2015/4/1/8311921/asian-infrastructure-investment-bank 

● Zhu Shouqing.  New Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank Starts Building a Green 

Future.   World Resources Institute.   July 1, 2016. 

http://www.wri.org/blog/2016/07/new-asian-infrastructure-investment-bank-starts-

building-green-future 

● Vjas, Kejal.  China Rethinks Its .Alliance With Reeling Venezuela. Wall Street Journal. 

September 12, 2016. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-rethinks-its-alliance-with-reeling-venezuela-147

3628506 

● FT View.  What China can learn from its Venezuela blow.  October 16, 2016. 

https://www.ft.com/content/1c0d77ea-9227-11e6-8df8-d3778b55a923 

● Maasdorp, Leslie.   As the BRICS New Development Bank turns two_ what has it 

achieved.  World Economic Forum.  September 1, 2017. 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/09/brics-new-development-bank-turns-two-

what-has-been-achieved/ 

● Haq, Riaz.   CPEC Financing: Is Pakistan Being Ripped Off By China.  Blog:  Haq’s 

Musings.  July 29, 2017. 

http://www.riazhaq.com/2017/07/cpec-financing-is-pakistan-being-ripped.html 

● Inter-American Dialogue.   China-Latin America Finance Database 

https://www.thedialogue.org/map_list/ 

● Porczeskanski, Katia.  Why Venezuela Doesn't Get It Over With and Default. 

Bloomberg.   August 9, 2017. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-08-09/why-venezuela-struggles-so-

hard-to-avoid-default-quicktake-q-a 

● Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   November 24, 2016.   China’s Policy Paper on Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1418254.shtml 

● Shephard, Wade.  The Real Role Of The AIIB In China’s New Silk Road.  Forbes.  July 

15, 2017. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2017/07/15/the-real-role-of-the-aiib-in-

chinas-new-silk-road/#7af0c57c7472 

● Balding, Christopher.  “Venezuela's Road to Disaster Is Littered With Chinese Cash.” 

Foreign Policy.  June 6, 2015. 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/06/06/venezuelas-road-to-disaster-is-littered-with-chi

nese-cash/ 

● Myers and Gallagher.  “Chinese-Finance-to-LAC-in-2016.”  Pardee School.  The 

Dialogue.  February 2017. 

http://www.bu.edu/pardeeschool/files/2014/12/Chinese-Finance-to-LAC-in-2016-We

b-and-email-res.pdf 

● Crooks, Nathan.   “Venezuela’s Default Risk Is Rising.”  Bloomberg.  July 5, 2017. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-07-05/venezuelan-default-risk-rises
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-as-reserves-approach-10-billion 

 

Activity:   We meet as the Chinese Communist Party Leading Group for Latin America to 

decide what to do about potential defaults by Venezuela on Chinese loans.   Provide ½ page 

of points from your player to identify your concerns and proposals. 

 

 

Seven -  The New Economy - To Value Chains and Beyond 

 

The structure of production has changed.  It is more diverse.  Adding value, based 

on workforce skills and services, provides opportunity in designing, making and selling 

products in a globalized economy.   Global value chains form the basis of current 

manufacturing.  Yet, this pattern may change as 3D printing, contract production, and 

mass customization take over.   Students will analyze and present a proposal of how they 

personally, their company, their organization, or their country can find a place in future 

value chains. 

 

Student Presentations 

● Value Chains:   The Asian Development Model 

● What jobs are safe from robots? 

 

Readings: 

● Fallows, James.   Made in America Again. The Atlantic.  October 2014. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/10/made-in-america-again/379

343/ 

● OECD.   “Inclusive Global Value Chains.”  Report to the G20 in Turkey.  October 

2015.  https://www.oecd.org/trade/OECD-WBG-g20-gvc-report-2015.pdf 

● McKinsey and Co.  “Manufacturing the future:The next era of global growth and 

innovation.” 2012. 

http://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/operations/our-insights/the-future-of-

manufacturing  

● Suroweiki, James.  Robocolypse Not:  Robots Won't Take All Our Jobs.   Wired 

Magazine.  August 2017. 

https://www.wired.com/2017/08/robots-will-not-take-your-job/ 

● Special Report.   The elephant in the truck:  Retraining low-skilled workers.  The 

Economist.  January 12, 2017. 

https://www.economist.com/news/special-report/21714175-systems-continuous-res

killing-threaten-buttress-inequality-retraining-low-skilled 

● Kharas, Homi.  “The future of work.”  Brookings Institution.  September 8, 2016. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2016/09/08/the-future-of-work

/ 

● Borneman, James.  “U.S. Textiles Have No Fear  Automation Is Here.”  Textile World. 

September 21, 2017. 
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http://www.textileworld.com/textile-world/features/2017/09/u-s-textiles-have-no-fe

ar-automation-is-here/ 

● Worstall, Tim.   Apple Could Start Manufacturing In India - Reports Of Plant In 

Bengaluru.   Forbes.   December 30, 2016. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/timworstall/2016/12/30/apple-to-start-manufacturing-

in-india-reports-of-plant-in-bengalaru/#22131f625c81 

● Belin, Holly.  Adidas Prepares to Open Its First U.S.-Based Robotic Manufacturing 

Speedfactory In Georgia. Hypepotamus.  October 3, 2017. 

https://hypepotamus.com/news/adidas-speedfactory/ 

 

Activity:  Speaking as a company or a country, prepare and present a 3-5 minute talk, 

supported by Powerpoint or other visuals, to describe how delivering your major product 

will change from a current global production chain to a future manufacturing process. 

 

 

Nine - The New Economy - Quality Governance = growth and stability 

 

As more and more people reach the middle class, they are demanding more efficient, 

less corrupt and more impartial services from governments and leaders.  Waves of 

anti-corruption demonstrations or movements protesting a rigged system have swept the 

world: the India Against Corruption movement, the Arab Spring, even the Occupy Wall 

Street and the Tea Party in the US.  We and they operate as if quality governance will 

produce quality growth and social stability.  Is this true?  If so, what is quality governance 

anyway? 

 

Student Presentation Topics 

● India:  the Aam Aadmi Party 

● Middle Class China 

 

Readings: 

● Rohde, David.  “The Revolt of the Global Middle Class, Here's what protests in Turkey 

and Brazil have in common.”  The Atlantic.  June 2013. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/06/the-revolt-of-the-global-

middle-class/277125/ 

● Kaufman, Daniel.  “Worldwide Governance Indicators:  Brochure.”  World Bank. 

http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/WBI_GovInd.pdf 

● Basu, Kaushik.  Beyond the Invisible Hand.  Pages 156-171.   Princeton University 

Press.   2010. 

● Wright, Robin.  “How the Arab Spring Become the Arab Cataclysm.”   The New 

Yorker.  15 December 2015. 

http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/arab-spring-became-arab-cataclysm 
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● De Soto, Hernando.  “The Secret to Reviving the Arab Spring’s Promise:  Property 

Rights.”  Wall Street Journal.   26 February 2016. 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324162304578302403519972088 

● “Order in the Jungle.”  The Economist. 13 March 2008. 

http://www.economist.com/node/10849115 

● Fukuyama, Francis.  “The Middle Class and Democracy’s Future” from Political Order 

and Political Decay.  London : Profile Books, 2014. 

● Halperin, Siegle & Weinstein.  “Why Democracies Excel”  Foreign Affairs.  September 

2004.  https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2004-09-01/why-democracies-excel 

● Thant, Htoo.  “Defence expenditure ranks third in 2017-18 Union budget proposal.” 

Myanmar Times.  January 31, 2017. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/national-news/nay-pyi-taw/24755-defence-expenditure-r

anks-third-in-2017-18-union-budget-proposal.html 

● Thant, Htoo.  “Government sees food, development as keys to reducing migration.” 

The Myanmar Times.   October 18, 2017. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/government-sees-food-development-keys-reducin

g-migration.html 

 

Activity:   You will meet as the Myanmar Cabinet Finance Committee in emergency session. 

With a constained budget and declining foreign financing because of the Rohingya crisis, 

you must decide what projects and reforms to cut and which to prioritize in order to satisfy 

a restive population while staying within your means. 

 

 

Ten - New Dangers - Terrorism, Security and Liberty 

 

Social media have become the locus of competition for audience, recruits and 

retaliation of all kinds.  More disconcerting to internauts has been the use of social media 

by ISIS, Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups.   Governments and private groups, like 

Anonymous, are all over the web trying to counteract terrorist recruiting and persuade 

fighters to return home.  

 

Student Presentations 

● ISIS on-line 

● Extreme Vetting 

 

Reading: 

● Visitor Visa.  Department of State web site. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/visas/en/visit/visitor.html 

● US Visa Refusals, Denials, Reapplication.  Path2USA. 

http://www.path2usa.com/us-visa-refusal-denial-and-reapplication 
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● Carafano, James.  “How to Stop Terrorist Travel.”  Forbes.  13 November 2015 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamescarafano/2015/11/23/how-to-stop-terrorist-trave

l/#184da41136a0 

● Childress, Sarah.  “How the NSA Spying Programs Have Changed Since Snowden.” 

Frontline - United States of Secrets.  9 Feb 2015. 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/how-the-nsa-spying-programs-have-chan

ged-since-snowden/ 

● Intelligence Community on the Record.  “Strengthening Civil Liberties” 

https://icontherecord.tumblr.com/ppd-28/2015/privacy-civil-liberties 

● Hansen, Christopher.   “British Helped US Spy on Activists” Vancouver Sun. 13 

August 1982. 

https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=t6FlAAAAIBAJ&sjid=VowNAAAAIBAJ&pg=1

101,1439296&dq 

● Cohen, Jared.  “Digital Counterinsurgency” Foreign Affairs.  December 2015. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/middle-east/digital-counterinsurgency 

● Berger, J.M.  “Tailored Online Interventions:  The Islamic State’s Recruitment 

Strategy”  Combatting Terrorism Center, West Point.  23 October 2015. 

https://www.ctc.usma.edu/posts/tailored-online-interventions-the-islamic-states-rec

ruitment-strategy 

● Balanche, Fabrice.   “Raqqa Will Not Fall Until Arab Tribes Fight the Islamic State” 

The Washington Institute for Near East Policy.   3 June 2016. 

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/raqqa-will-not-fall-until-ara

b-tribes-fight-the-islamic-state 

● The President of the United States.   “Presidential Proclamation Enhancing Vetting 

Capabilities and Processes for Detecting Attempted Entry Into the United States by 

Terrorists or Other Public-Safety Threats.”   The White House.  September 24, 2017. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/09/24/enhancing-vetting-capabil

ities-and-processes-detecting-attempted-entry 

 

Activity:   You will interview each other three times as Consular Officers and a series of 

applicants for visas to the United States.  In 3 minutes, you should determine if the 

applicant before you poses a threat to the country.  

 

 

Eleven - New Dangers - Migration 

 

The Syrian refugees fleeing to Europe, the continued push of Africans to cross the 

English channel, or the waves of children travelling dangerous routes through Central 

America to join their parents in the United States are pushed by a combination of 

demographic, economic, climatic and political forces.   We have to anticipate and prepare 

for these people.  The UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants will be held on September 19, 

2016.   Using the results of the summit, we will discuss future refugee crises and how to 

prepare. 
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Student presentation topics: 

● Are children still leaving Central America?  If not, why not? 

● Water and migration 

 

Readings: 

● “Grid 2016, Global Report on Internal Displacement”, Internal Displacement 

Monitoring Center, May 2016 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/2016-global-report-i

nternal-displacement-IDMC.pdf 

● Marr, Bernard.  “Big Data, Technology And The Middle East Refugee Crisis” in Forbes. 

15 October 2015.   http://onforb.es/1X5xJ7K 

● Novack, Rana.   “We Should have Seen This Refugee Crisis Coming.”  Wired.   22 

September 2015. https://www.wired.com/2015/09/able-predict-refugee-crisis/ 

● Simms, Luma.  “Why we should Resettle Refugees in Their Own Lands.”   The 

Federalist. 23 November 2015. 

http://thefederalist.com/2015/11/23/why-we-should-resettle-refugees-in-their-own-l

ands/ 

● “Big Economies of the Future Most At Risk from Climate Change.”   Verisk Maplecroft. 

2011.  https://maplecroft.com/about/news/ccvi.html 

● Iceland, Charles.   “COMMENTARY: Water Stress is Helping Drive Conflict and 

Migration.”  World Resources Institute. 

http://www.wri.org/news/commentary-water-stress-helping-drive-conflict-and-migra

tion 

 

Activity:  Drawing on demographic data, economic and other trends, develop a 

methodology and predict the next wave of refugees to Europe, Australia, the US, North 

Africa or Central America.  Identify steps you can take to prepare. 

 

 

Twelve - New Issues - Cybersecurity 

 

A botnet of 100,000 ‘things,’ including at least one refrigerator, sent out three 

quarters of a million pieces of spam per day.  A group, reportedly backed by the North 

Korean government, has attacked Sony pictures, crashed South Korean bank machines and 

stole $81 million from the Bangladesh Central Bank.   Welcome to the new world of cyber 

attacks, from refrigerators to government operatives.  The realization that cyber problems 

are different seems to have led to a proliferation of analogies, proposals for closing or 

limiting flexibility and threats of regulation and retaliation.    Everyone knows that norms 

are needed but finds it hard to establish them.  Preliminary conversations are underway at 

NATO, hosted by the UN and between the US and China. 

 

Student Presentation Topics 
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● Nuclear norms:  how did we get there? 

● Cyber and laws of war 

 

Reading:  

● Schmitt and Vihul.  “International Cyber Law Politicized: The UN GGE’s Failure to 

Advance Cyber Norms.”  Just Security.  June 30, 2017. 

https://www.justsecurity.org/42768/international-cyber-law-politicized-gges-failure-

advance-cyber-norms/ 

● Hanson, Fergus.  “Norms of Cyberwar in Peacetime.”   Brookings Institution.  17 

November 2015. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2015/11/17/norms-of-cyberwar-in-peaceti

me/ 

● Nye, Joseph.  “The Regime Complex for Internet Governance.”   Global Commission 

on Internet Governance. May 2014. 

https://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/gcig_paper_no1.pdf 

● Zetter, Kim.   “Inside the cunning, Unprecedented Hack of Ukraine’s Power Grid.” 

Wired.   3 March 2016. 

https://www.wired.com/2016/03/inside-cunning-unprecedented-hack-ukraines-powe

r-grid/ 

● Kramer, Andrew.  “Ukrainian Hackers Release Emails Tying Top Russian Official To 

Uprising.”  The New York Times.  27 October 2016. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/28/world/europe/ukraine-russia-emails.html?_r=

0 

● Rid, Thomas.  “How Russia Pulled Off the Biggest Election Hack in U.S. History” 

Esquire.  20 October 2016. 

http://www.esquire.com/news-politics/a49791/russian-dnc-emails-hacked/ 

● Edwards, Will.  “North Korea as a Cyber Threat.”  The Cipher Brief.  1 July 2016. 

https://www.thecipherbrief.com/article/asia/north-korea-cyber-threat-1092 

● Department of Homeland Security and Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

“JAR-16-20296A- GRIZZLY STEPPE – Russian Malicious Cyber Activity.”   December 

29, 2016. 

https://www.us-cert.gov/sites/default/files/publications/JAR_16-20296A_GRIZZLY%

20STEPPE-2016-1229.pdf 

 

Video 

● Michael Schmitt at Harvard Law School.   “Talinn Manual and NATO Cyberthreats.” 

April 3, 2015.    https://pilac.law.harvard.edu/michael-n-schmitt/ 

 

Activity:  Break into groups of three.   In your roles as governments of the countries of 

origin and the target, the hackers, cyber-spies and corporate entities, play out four cyber 

scenarios in each group.  Then design a game for the other team to play.   No advance 

paper is required this week. 
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Thirteen -- New Issues -- Data Privacy 

 

The fundamental premise of free information on the internet --the trade of personal 

information for access-- is changing.  Ad blockers, national regulations and the cloud pull at 

our personal data from different directions.   EBusiness is growing exponentially in 

developed and developing markets.   Personal data, especially in big troves that can be 

mined, is very valuable.   Companies say a free flow of data across borders is imperative to 

supporting growth, yet some governments are demanding that their citizens’ data be stored 

locally.  Who owns the data?  How must it be protected?  So far, different jurisdictions have 

taken different approaches. 

 

Student Presentation Topics 

● How to buy personal data?  How much does it cost? 

● Gentlemen do not read other gentlemen’s mail:  who can we spy on? Five eyes? 

● Data localization 

 

Readings 

● Farrell, Henry & Newman, Abraham.  “The Transatlantic Data War Europe Fights Back 

Against the NSA”  Foreign Affairs.   14 December 2015. 

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2015-12-14/transatlantic-data

-war 

● European Commission.  “Press Release:  European Commission launches EU-U.S. 

Privacy Shield: stronger protection for transatlantic data flows.” 12 July 2016, 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2461_en.htm 

● European Commission.  “US-EU Privacy Shield Fact Sheet.”   July 2016. 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/data-protection/files/factsheets/factsheet_eu-us_privacy

_shield_en.pdf 

● Scott, Mark.  “US Tech Giants Investing Billions to Keep Data in Europe.”  The New 

York Times. 3 October 2016. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/04/technology/us-europe-cloud-computing-amazo

n-microsoft-google.html 

● Koo, Jimmy.   “EU-U.S. Data Transfer Pact Should Be Voided: Irish Group.” 

Bloomberg/BNA.  10 November 2016. 

https://www.bna.com/euus-data-transfer-n57982082584/ 

● Fioretti, Judith.   “The EU wants answers about why Yahoo was allowed to scan 

personal emails for terror links.”  Reuters/Business Insider.  11 November 2016. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/eu-asks-us-about-yahoo-privacy-breach-2016-11  

● Christopher Smart.   “The Clash of the Data Titans.”  Project Syndicate.  Aug 18, 

2017 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/onpoint/the-clash-of-the-data-titans-by-christoph

er-smart-2017-08 

● Collins, Michael.  “CJEU reference from Irish High Court on whether data transfers to 

US by Facebook comply with EU law.” Moncton Chambers blog.  November 21, 2017. 
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https://www.monckton.com/cjeu-reference-irish-high-court-whether-data-transfers-

us-facebook-comply-eu-law/ 

● Humphries, Conor.  “Ireland asks Europe's top court to rule on EU-U.S. data 

transfers.”  Reuters.  October 3, 2017. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-privacy-facebook/ireland-asks-europes-top-c

ourt-to-rule-on-eu-u-s-data-transfers-idUSKCN1C80XQ 

 

Activity:  A new case is headed from Ireland to the European Court of Justice challenging 

the US-European Union Privacy Shield and the Standard Contractual Clauses.  Present a 

one-page memo and two-minute oral brief to the Court.  Await the Court’s wise judgment. 

 

 

Fourteen -- Crisis -- The Arctic Scramble 

 

Not only is the Arctic one of the most sensitive areas for the environment of the 

planet, but it is managed through a set of unique consensus arrangements that include 

governments, indigenous groups, scientific and business committees.  Can this consensus 

approach survive?   Is this a future model of how to solve common problems?  As ice melts, 

as fish move north and as polar bears die, how does this kind of system react when it 

encounters disputes? 

 

Student Presentations 

● Search and Rescue in the Arctic 

● Is the Northwest passage a viable route? 

 

Readings: 

● “UN Convention on Law of the Sea,” Articles dealing with Islands, Rocks, and 

Economic Zones.  

● “Arctic Ocean Conference: Ilulissat Declaration.” 28 May 2008. 

http://www.oceanlaw.org/downloads/arctic/Ilulissat_Declaration.pdf 

● Lachance, Lieutenant-Colonel Daniel.  “Arctic Alternative Futures.”  The Canadian Air 

Force Journal Vol. 4, No. 2, Spring 2011. 

http://www.rcaf-arc.forces.gc.ca/en/cf-aerospace-warfare-centre/elibrary/journal/20

15-vol4-iss3-11-arctic-alternative-futures.page 

● Myers, Steven Lee.   “Sea Warming Leads to Ban on Fishing in the Arctic.”  The New 

York Times.   16 July 2015. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/17/world/europe/sea-warming-leads-to-ban-on-fi

shing-in-the-arctic.html 

● Dankel, Dorothy et al.  “Allocation of Fishing Rights in the Northeast Atlantic. 

Executive Summary.”  Nordic Council of Ministers.  2015. 

http://www.nmtt.org/images/documents/topics/allocation/TN2015546%20web.pdf 

● Hoag, Hannah.  “Sea Ice Retreat Could Lead to Rapid Overfishing in the Arctic.”  The 

Atlantic.   May 7, 2017. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/03/fishing-at-the-top-of-the-worl

d/519639/ 
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● Hoag, Nannah.  “Nations Negotiate Fishing in Arctic High Seas. Arctic Deeply.”  April 

28, 2016. 

https://www.newsdeeply.com/arctic/articles/2016/04/28/nations-negotiate-fishing-in

-arctic-high-seas 

● Rosen, Yereth. “Negotiators may soon have an agreement to stop high Arctic 

fishing.”  Arctic Now.  October 12, 2017. 

https://www.arcticnow.com/arctic-news/2017/10/12/negotiators-may-be-close-to-an

-deal-on-stopping-high-arctic-fishing/ 

● McGwin, Kevin.  “US fisheries diplomat “hopeful” of Arctic moratorium.”  High North 

News.  October 17, 2017. 

http://www.highnorthnews.com/us-fisheries-diplomat-hopeful-of-arctic-moratorium/ 

● Ellis, Tim.  “Arctic Sea Ice Continues Long-term Decline; Ice-free Arctic Ocean likely 

‘In Near Future’.” KUAC  September 16, 2016. 

http://fm.kuac.org/post/arctic-sea-ice-continues-long-term-decline-ice-free-arctic-oc

ean-likely-near-future 

 

Activity:  Together with countries from outside the Arctic, members of the Arctic Council 

will meet at the State Department to decide on future fishing in the Arctic.  Provide a 

one-page Briefing Memo (500 words) on your going-in position. 
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