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 I am deeply honored to be in such distinguished company: Ambassador Neumann, 

Ambassador Pickering, Ambassador Shannon—thank you for your leadership and 

support of the American Academy of Diplomacy. It is wonderful to see you. 

 Thank you to Ambassador Schaffer, Tezi, for your kind words and for presenting me this 

award, the Douglas Dillon Award for a Book of Distinction on the Practice of American 

Diplomacy. Wow. I never thought, when I started on this journey, that I would end up on 

this podium today. The story of the New START Treaty negotiations was rattling around 

in my head and I wanted to get it off my chest.  

 Oh dear, now I’m mixing metaphors. But I wanted to tell the story of the magnificent 

negotiating team that pulled off a major coup for American diplomacy and nuclear arms 

control policy. Not only did they negotiate the treaty with the Russians in record time, but 

they got it through the Senate’s process of advice and consent to ratification. I first and 

foremost want to thank this team: I am so happy that Ambassador Marcie Ries, who was 

a key State Department player on the team, is here with us today. I hope their work will 

inspire more success in the future.  

 I am so grateful that the Award’s selection committee, ably chaired by Ambassador 

Jenone Walker, saw in my book something of value for the future of U.S. diplomacy. Its 

lessons learned, I hope, will help practitioners to success at the negotiating table, and lead 

young people to take up this policy mantle, addressing the threat of weapons of mass 

destruction of all kinds, nuclear, chemical and biological. 

 Nowadays, we must also grapple with the new technologies that are emerging and the 

threat that they may pose to our deterrence and stability relationships. The new 

generation of negotiators will have more complex tasks, but they will be rooted in the 

same basic principles that I outline in the book: to begin, define as clearly as you can 

your national security objectives and ensure that you have support from on high to pursue 

them. Second, stick with it in working with your counterparts to engender mutual 

confidence, so that even if your objectives diverge at the start, you can find ways to bring 

them together for a mutually successful outcome.  

 On nuclear matters, we have fifty years of experience in doing exactly this with the 

Russians. Our new challenge clearly is China, but I am convinced that same basic 

principles apply: I see no reason why we should not be able to find mutually successful 

outcomes with the Chinese on nuclear stability issues, as long as we are clear and 

confident about our own national security objectives. 

 As I close, I have one final thank you. Some of you might have noticed that the book is 

dedicated to my husband Ray Arnaudo, without whom, I write, “this life would not have 

been possible.” Ray could not be with us today—he is out in California—but my elder 

son Dan is here to represent our family. Dan figures in the book: he was six years old 

when I dragged him to Geneva in 1990 so I could participate in the first START 

negotiations. So I wanted to say to Ray, to Dan, and to our other son Paul: Thank you. 

Without each of you playing a role, this life would not have been possible. 


